
Welcome to...

Friday, November 12th, 2010
Friday, December 3, 2010



Administrivia...
‣Friday, November 12th, 2010 - Day 1

‣Lunch break sponsored by Entrust  
from 11:30am to 12:20pm

‣Afternoon break from 2:30pm to 2:50pm

‣Dinner and party sponsored by Tripwire 
at 5pm
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Administrivia...

‣Official Twitter hashtag - #BSidesOttawa
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Who’s the Guy 
in the Dress?

• Why that devastatingly 
handsome man is Andrew Hay!

• Senior Analyst, Enterprise 
Security Program, The 451 
Group

• Author, Speaker and Blogger
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What is the 
D-List?

Few celebrities in the information 
security industry

Many of us are relegated to obscurity 
on day one of our security careers

Some are happy while others work to 
claw their way out of obscurity
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Well, the idea came up at a conference (I can’t recall which one) that there were very few 
celebrities in the information security industry. As such, many of us are relegated to the D-
List on day one of our security careers.

Though some are happy to sleep in the “career basement”, others work to claw their way to 
the top and out of obscurity. That, boys and girls, is the story of how the D-List came to be.



• Very few people consider 
themselves “A-List”

• Many people think they’re 
higher than “D-List”

• Some don’t even think 
they’re worthy of “D-List” 
status

Who’s Who In the 
Subjective Zoo?

1%5%
10%

84%

A-List
B-List
C-List
D-List (a.k.a. Everyone Else)

Note - 47% of all statistics are made up at least 75.2% of the time.
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Who’s A-List?
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Everyone in this room should be able to name someone they consider an “A-List” information 
security celebrity.



Who’s B- and C-List?
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The “B-List” and “C-List” is sometimes even more subjective. Many people think that they’re 
in this range. Sometimes it’s driven by ego, sometimes by accomplishments, but, in reality, 
you’re at this level when your peers and “the industry” agree you are.



Who’s D-List?
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What about the “D-List”? Who of you feel that you fall onto the “D-List”? Odds are, if you 
think you are then you probably are. But is this really a bad thing?



Strength in Numbers?
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Knowing 
where to 
start is 
hard...
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Knowing where to start is hard, there is no question about it.



In the 
Beginning...

Friday, December 3, 2010

In the beginning, if you are like me, you don’t really know how to get started in information 
security.



Blogging & 
Writing

Conferences,  
Gatherings & 

Groups

Social 
Networking

Online 
Communities
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Starting a blog is an easy way to to get you and your message out there.

Writing articles, books, and papers are another way.



Blogging 
& Writing

Write (or help write) a book
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Blogging 
& Writing

Start a blog
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Blogging 
& Writing

Contribute to a blog
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Conferences,  
Gatherings & 

Groups

Join, visit and/or network
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Attend, speak and/or network
Conferences,  
Gatherings & 

Groups
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Social 
Networking

Get communicating...
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Don’t hate...participate!Online 
Communities
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Proud D-Lister’s
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Questions?

Andrew Hay,
Senior Analyst, Enterprise Security 
Program, The 451 Group

e: ahay@the451group.com
p: +1.613.482.0841
t: twitter.com/andrewsmhay
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